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Super  Summer  marks  20th  anniversary 


»  Since  1877 


Tony  Martin 

<ociate  Editor,  and  local  reports 


"Super  Summer  is  the  best  kept  secret  in 
the  state  of  Mississippi  to  make  an  impact 
on  the  spiritual  lives  of  teens,"  said  Mike 
Brister,  associate  pastor  for  youth  ministry 
at  First  Church,  Brookhaven. 

For  20  years.  Super  Summer  has  offered 
a  unique  opportunity  for  student  leaders  to 
gather  on  the  campus  of  Mississippi 
College,  Clinton,  for  intensive  leadership 
training,  worship,  Bible  study,  and  other 
activities.  The  event,  held  July  7-11,  hosted 
689  students.  The  event  is  sponsored  by  the 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

According  to  Sue  McAllister,  the  team 
leader  coordinator  and  currently  interim 
youth  minister  at  Calvary  Church  in 
Tupelo,  "The  first  Super  Summer  was  held 
in  1976  in  Texas,  and  was  begun  by  Barry 
St.  Clair,  Chuck  Flowers,  and  Billy 
Beacham.  They  wanted  to  offer  a  leader¬ 
ship  camp,  very  intensive,  but  fun.  Then  in 
the  mid-oO's,  several  youth  ministers  from 
Mississippi  went  to  Texas  to  observe  and 
came  back  saying,  'You  know,  this  is  what 
we  need.’  We  need  to  disciple  our  kids,  the 
few  that  want  more  than  just  Sunday  and 
Wednesday  nights.  Even  though  it  would 
cost  us  an  extra  week  of  the  summer,  we 
knew  it  would  be  worth  it  for  the  core  kids. 

"Over  the  years,  we've  wanted  to  stay 
true  to  the  original  charter,"  said  McAllister. 

"The  idea  has  oeen,  'bring  us  your  best  and  ones  who  charge  their  campus  to  take 
we'll  make  them  better.'  This  is  for  the  core  Christ  to  their  peers.  We  wanted  to  bring  the 
kids  in  the  youth  group,  who  are  consistent,  kids  here  over  several  years,  to  have  mem 
always  there,  not  just  coming  to  church  but  grow  in  levels  of  intensity  from  learning  or 
coming  to  be  die  church,  but  me  leaders.  The  renewing  the  basics  in  those  early  years  and 

then  building  on  a  Christian  world  view  ... 

TT  ~m - l  understanding  apologetics,  really  trusting 

I  W-*  I  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God.  We  want 

I  kids  to  be  equipped  to  walk  in  the  Word  and 
^  AT  I  to  know  the  truthof  it." 


Change  in 
photograph 
policy 


Effective  immediately,  pho¬ 
tographs  submitted  by  "hard 
copy  to  The  Baptist  Record  for 
publication  will  not  be 
returned.  Due  to  the  increase 
in  postage  costs,  it  is  more  cost- 
effective  for  those  submitting 
photographs  to  make  extra 
prints  of  photos  submitted  than 
it  is  to  pay  for  the  postage  of  a 
self-addressed  return  envelope. 
Thank  you  for  your  under¬ 
standing  and  cooperation. 


PURPLE  SCHOOL  SHENANIGANS  —  Students  and  leaders  from  the  Purple  School 
pose  with  swimming  toys  twisted  into  letter  shapes.  Shown,  from  left,  are  Randee 
lernigan,  First  Church,  Tupelo;  Maggie  Blackwell,  First  Church,  Tupelo;  Kelly  Griffith, 
Gaston  Church,  Booneville;  ancT  Stefanie  Jovonovich,  Shades  Crest  Church, 
Birmingham,  Ala.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


PRAISE  AND  WORSHIP  —  Students  attending  Super  Summer  at 
Mississippi  College  worship  the  Lord  during  United  Celebration,  one  of  the 
components  of  the  event  held  July  7-1 1 .  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 
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The  great  gambling  giveaway 

on  has  never  been  subjects .are  brought  up.,  because  *af  snot 


iyne  Pinkerton  has  never  been 
inside  the  casinos  that  now  dot  the 


We  weren't  told  of  the  addictions  and 


V  V  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  in  every 
direction,  but  he  can  tell  you  the  exact  day 
each  one  reopened  after  Hurricane  Katrina. 

"When  the  casinos  were  all  dosed  down 
after  Katrina,  no  one  came  to  the  church  ask¬ 
ing  for  money  or  any  other  benevolence 


William  H. 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


EDITOR 

William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

wperki  nsW  mbcb .  urg 

ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
Tony  Martin 

tmartinfmbcborg 
LAYOCT  DESIGN 

Matt  Broome 

mbroornertmbcb.org 


and  currently  the  procurement 
officer  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  in  Jackson. 

"However,  when  one  of  the 
casinos  would  reopen,  the 
church's  telephone  would  start 
ringing  —  I  mean,  the  very  next 
morning.  People  were  pleading 
for  help.  That  would  happen 
every  time  another  casino 
reopened,"  he  said. 

How  did  Pinkerton  know 
those  folks  had  been  to  the  casi¬ 
nos?  "Some  of  them  were  very 
honest  about  it  but  others,  when 
m  H.  I  would  ask  for  their  driver's 
AS  Ir.  license  to  verify  identification, 

*  *  would  have  to  thumb  through 
tor  ten  or  more  'frequent-player 

casino  club  cards  to  find  it.  If 
that  wasn't  a  clue,  all  I  had  to  do  was  look 
at  the  T-shirts  and  hats  with  casino  logos 
thev  were  wearing." 

Personal  and  family  wreckage  are  mere¬ 
ly  two  parts  of  the  dark  underbelly  of 
Mississippi's  gambling  explosion  that  sup¬ 
porters  don't  want  to  talk  about.  Members 
of  the  state's  gambling /political  complex 
get  mighty  anxious  wnen  such  negative 


In  August  2005,  when  Governor  naiey 
Barbour  broke  his  promise  to  the  people  of 
Mississippi  not  to  allow  any  gambling 
expansions  and  called  a  special  session  of 
the  Mississippi  Legislature  to  legalize  land- 
based  gamming,  we  were  told  that  the 
gamblers  had  threatened  to  pull  up  stakes 
and  leave  Mississippi  if  they  were  not 
allowed  to  move  oft  the  beaches. 

We  were  told  that  uncountable  riches 
would  come  our  way  if  only  the  gamblers 
got  what  they  demanded.  (Sound  familiar? 
Think  alcohol.)  We  were  told  of  the 
unimaginable  tax  collections  that  would 
come  our  way.  (Sound  familiar?  Think 
alcohol.)  We  were  told  that  it  would  be 
worth  the  small  social  cost  involved. 
(Sound  familiar?  Think  alcohol.). 


We  were  told  scary'  stories  of  destitution  giving  the  gamblers  everything  they 
and  unemployment  unless  the  casinos  demanded  during  the  special  session, 
came  onshore.  We  were  told  the  Pinkerton's  experience  on  the  Gulf  Coast, 


officers,  and  foundation  directors  who 
would  fall  prey  to  gambling  and  who  now 
occupy  prison  cells.  We  weren't  told  of  the 
young  children  who  only  see  their  fathers 
or  mothers  during  jail  visitation  hours.  We 
weren't  told  of  the  suicides  by  forlorn 
gambling  addicts  who  believed  they  had 
no  reason  left  to  live. 

Yet  the  state's  gambling/ political  com¬ 
plex,  which  includes  tne  governor,  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislature,  some  members  of  the  secular 
news  media  and  business  community, 
and  even  a  few  Baptists,  pressed  forward 
during  the  special  session  and  com¬ 
pounded  the  original  mistake  of  allowing 
legalized  gambling  in  the  first  place  by 
giving  the  gamblers  everything  they 
demanded  during  the  special  session. 


"Mississippi  Miracle"  of  gambling  prosper-  which  is  shared  by  just  about  every 
ity  would  vanish  without  onshore  casinos.  Mississippi  Baptist  pastor  and  church  staffer 

'  We  were  told  all  that  and  so  much  more,  who  has  ever  served  in  a  gambling  area,  has 
but  not  mentioned  in  the  rush  by  the  gov-  left  him  deeply  concerned  for  the  future, 
emor  and  legislators  to  accommodate  the  "We're  raising  a  generation  of  people  — 
gamblers  in  me  2005  special  session  were  young  people  —  who  see  gambling  simply 
tne  tremendous,  inarguable  human  as  a  way  of  life,  just  part  of  the  landscape* 
tragedies  wrought  bv  the  presence  of  gam-  now  in  Mississippi.  They  don't  remember 
hlinff  in  our  state.  We  weren't  told  of  the  Mississippi  without  legalized  gambling. 


gamblers  in  the  2005  special  session  were 
tne  tremendous,  inarguable  human 
tragedies  wrought  bv  the  presence  of  gam¬ 
bling  in  our  state.  We  weren't  told  of  the 


bling  in  our  state.  We  weren't  told  of  the 
shivering  children  locked  in  cars  in  casino 
parking  lots  while  parents  gambled  away 
their  paychecks.  We  weren't  told  of  the 
embezzlements,  thefts,  robberies,  and 


Mississippi  without  legalized  gambling. 
Those  people  are  going  to  have  a  whole 
different  view  of  gambling  in  the  days  to 
come,"  he  said. 

As  we  near  the  second  anniversary  of 


frauds  perpetrated  to  gain  gambling  the  great  2005  special  session  giveaway  by 
money  when  all  other  financial  resources  our  governor  and  legislators,  that's  some 
had  been  lost  at  the  gambling  tables.  pretty  serious  food  for  thought. 
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Teen  disowned  by  father  for  accepting  Christ 


SCOTT,  Ark.  (BP)  —  Sherzod 
Odilov,  an  exchange  student 
from  Uzbekistan,  dia  not  antici¬ 
pate  the  high  price  he  would  pay 
tor  his  decision  to  follow  Christ, 
but  knowing  the  price  Christ 
paid  for  him,  he  stands  firm. 
When  Sherzod,  who  recently 
raduated  from  Jacksonville 
Ark.)  High  School,  telephoned 
his  Muslim  parents  in 
Uzbekistan  to  tell  them  of  his 
newfound  faith,  his  father  dis¬ 
owned  him,  making  it  clear  he 
was  no  longer  welcome  in  his 
home  and  was  never  again  to 
speak  to  his  mother  or  nis  sib¬ 
lings.  He  withdrew  all  funds 
from  Sherzod's  U.S.  bank 
account,  arranged  to  cancel  his 
son's  U.S.  sponsorship  and  col¬ 
lege  scholarship,  and  even 
drew  up  legal  papers  declaring 
Sherzod  is  no  longer  his  son. 

As  devastating  as  that  must 
be  for  an  18-year-old,  Sherzod 
remains  strong  in  his  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christ.  "1  am  not  sorry 
I  accepted  Christ,"  he  said.  ''I 
am  not  sorry  for  getting  bap¬ 
tized.  Even  tnough  my  parents 
did  that,  1  am  not  sorry  for  any¬ 
thing  that  happened. 

He  faces  his  uncertain  future 
with  confidence  that  God  will 
lead  him. 

Sherzod  was  led  to  faith  in 
Christ  by  Kari  Hand,  16,  who 
befriended  him  and  introduced 
him  to  the  Savior. 

"1  was  strictly  Muslim.  I 
prayed  five  times  a  day  and 
read  the  Koran  and  learned  it 
by  heart.  I  kept  it  with  me  all 
the  time,"  Sherzod  said.  "All  I 
knew  was  Islam,  and  I  believed 
in  Islam.  I  really  prayed.  1 
thought  all  religions  except 
Islam  were  wrong." 

Then  he  met  Kari  at  a  basket¬ 
ball  game. 

"After  that,  whenever  I 
talked  to  her,  she  always  talked 
about  Christianity  and  her  faith 
and  about  Grace  Baptist 
Church  [in  Scott,  Ark.l," 
Sherzon  recounted.  "When  sne 
talked  about  Christianity,  I 
used  to  get  mad  but  I  didn't  tell 
her  that  because  1  didn't  want 
her  to  feel  bad. 


"All  the  time,  she 
spoke  about  Christianity 
and  about  the  Bible.  She 
gave  me  some  books 
about  Christianity,  too  1 
really  felt  strange 
because  1  had  never 
heard  Christian  things 
before.  I  didn't  believe 
in  Christianity.  So  I 
used  to  get  mad  all 
the  time  when  she 
spoke  about  that." 

As  time  passed,  Kari's 
testimony  and  witness 
began  to  reach  him. 

"I  got  used  to  that 
and  started  to  feel 
something  whenever 
she  talked  about  that," 

Sherzod  continued.  "I 
asked  a  lot  of  questions 
of  her,  everyth  * 

Christianity.  I  asked  pastor  of  Grace  Church  in  Scott  Ark.  Odilov's  father  disowned  him  after  he  con- 
them  on  purpose  to  see  verted  from  Islam  to  Christianity.  (BP  photo  by  Charlie  Warren) 
if  she  could  answer  or  _ 


CUT  OFF  —  Uzbekistan  exchange  student  Sherzod  Odilov  (right)  is  being 


d  a  lot  of  questions  assisted  in  seeking  religious  asylum  in  the  U.S.  by  Linda  Hand  (left),  whose  daugh- 
r,  everything  about  ter  Kari  (second  from  right)  led  him  to  Christ  ana  by, Jerry  Terrell  (second  from  left), 
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not.  She  did.  She 
could  answer  those  questions, 
and  that  really  surprised  me." 

Then  he  began  to  read  the 
Bible  and  explore  the  difference 
between  Islam  and  Christianity. 
He  began  to  rethink  Islam  and 
open  his  mind  to  Christianity. 

"In  Islam  we  have  to  pray 
five  times  in  a  day,  and  it  is  not 
guaranteed  that  you  go  to 
heaven.  It  is  not  guaranteed 
that  all  your  sins  are  going  to  be 
forgiven,"  he  said,  "but  when  I 
read  the  Bible,  I  began  to  realize 
I  had  been  following  something 
that  was  wrong  all  my  life." 

Sherzod  began  attending 
Grace  Church,  where  Kari  is  a 
member.  He  liked  the  church, 
the  people,  pastor  Jerry  Terrell, 
and  the  youth  group, 
preacnii 


'The 


'Christian'  equals  free? 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Countries  with  Christian  roots  are 
the  most  religiously  free  domains  in  the  world,  according  to 
the  Center  for  Religious  Freedom  at  the  Hudson  Institute  in 
a  forthcoming  report.  The  report  ranked  more  than  100  coun¬ 
tries  according  to  the  quality  of  religious  freedom  based  on 
the  country’s  religious  background.  The  only  countries  to 
receive  an  ideal  score  were  tne  United  States  and  Estonia, 
both  with  Protestant  backgrounds,  and  Hungary  and  Ireland, 
both  with  Catholic  backgrounds.  The  results  of  the  report 
were  announced  July  9  in  a  briefing  at  the  Hudson  Institute 
in  Washington.  A  six-member  panel)  which  included  Richard 
Land,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  &  Religious 
Liberty  Commission  in  Nashville,  spoke  on  the  importance 
of  securing  religious  liberty  in  countries  where  such  freedom 
is  most  violated.  The  panelists  cited  the  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights  as  a  standard  that  all  countries, 
regardless  of  religious  affiliation,  should  uphold.  Adopted  by 
the  United  Nations  in  1948,  the  declaration  obligates  the 
international  community  to  treat  its  citizens  humanely.  The 
full  report,  titled  Religious  Freedom  in  the  World  2007,  will 
be  released  in  early  2008. 


ling  of  Brother 


Jerry  really  touched  my  heart,' 
Sherzod  said. 

Then  one  day  while  Kari  was 
on  the  phone  with  him,  she  asked 
if  he  was  ready  to  accept  Christ. 

"That  really  touched  my 
heart,  too,  because  I  had  been 
wanting  to  do  that  for  a  long 
time,  but  I  didn't  know  how  to 
start.  I  didn't  really  know  how 
to  do  that.  So,  I  said,  'OK,  what 
am  1  supposed  to  do?"' 


Kari,  who  had  been  trained 
in  Evangelism  Explosion, 
guided  him  through  what  it 
means  to  confess  sin,  repent 
and  place  his  trust  in  Jesus 
Christ  alone  for  salvation, 
and  Sherzod  responded  by 
praying  to  receive  Christ. 

In  conversations  with  Terrell 
about  seeking  baptism,  they 
decided  he  should  share  his 
decision  to  his  parents.  Sherzod 
said  his  parents  had  always 
shown  their  love  for  him,  met 
his  needs  and  supported  him  in 
every  way.  He  thought  they 
would  support  his  deosion. 

He  phoned  his  parents  on 
his  dad's  birthday-  "I  said, 
'Dad,  I  have  to  tell  you  some¬ 
thing  very  important.  It's  very 
important  to  me  and  it's  a  big 
change,  and  I  hope  you  are  not 
going  to  get  maa  or  upset  with 
me, '"Sherzod  told  him. 

His  father  told  him  he  could 
never  be  angry  at  anything 
Sherzod  did. 

"1  told  him  1  accepted  Christ 
and  that  I'm  getting  ready  to  get 
baptized,"  Snerzod  said.  "He 
kept  silent  for  a  couple  of  min¬ 
utes.  I  said,  'Dad,  are  vou  OK?' 
and  he  said,  'Sherzod,  1  don't 
think  the  thing  you  are  doing  is 
right,  and  I  didn't  really  expect 


that  from  you.  If  you  are  sure 
the  thing  you  are  doing  is  right, 
and  if  you  are  not  going  to  fol- 
low  Islam,  there  is  no  hope  for 
you  to  come  to  Uzbekistan. 

"If  you  ever  come  to 
Uzbekistan,  don't  ever  come 
to  my  house.  I  don't  want  you 
to  talk  to  your  brother  or  sis¬ 
ter  or  to  Mom  or  to  any  other 
relatives.' 

"He  hung  up  the  phone," 
Sherzod  said.  "After  a  couple 
of  minutes,  1  tried  to  call  him 
again,  but  he  wouldn't  pick 
up  the  phone.  1  tried  to  call 
him  every  day  for  a  couple  of 
weeks,  but  no  one  picked  up 
thephone." 

Terrell  speculated  that  the 
father's  decision  may  have 
been  motivated  by  love  and 
fear.  Uzbekistan  is  88% 
Muslim.  Sherzod's  father  may 
have  feared  for  Sherzod's  life 
and  for  the  lives  of  his  family. 

"I  don't  blame  his  parents 
or  anyone  else,  and  1  don't 
want  him  to  hold  anything 
against  his  parents,"  Terrell 
said.  "They  are  loving  par¬ 
ents.  They  have  done  what 
they  believe  is  the  best  thing 
to  do.  We  just  need  to  gather 
around  this  young  man  and 
help  him." 


/  ookinv  buck 
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Frank  Pollard,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  and  Henry  Holman, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  Jitney -Jungle,  are  named  regional  co-chairs  for  the 
capital  campaign  for  Southern  Baptists'  two  national  conference  centers, 
Glorieta  and  Ridgecrest 


Herschell  Hobbs,  pastor  emeritus  of  First  Church,  Oklahoma  City  and 
a  member  of  the  Peace  Committee,  is  satisfied  with  the  committee's 
report.  He's  not  happy  with  it,  but  he's  satisfied.  "Happy  means  you  got 
everything  you  want,"  Hobbs  said. 


Jerry  Delaughter,  of  First  Church,  Natchez,  representing  Mississippi, 
won  first  place  in  the  southwide  Young  People's  speakers  tournament 
held  at  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Assembly. 


\*/ 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 

The  Second 
Front  Page 

Published  Since  1877 

July  19,  2007 
Vol.  131 
No.  28 


Correction 

On  page  one  of  the  June  28 
issue,  Michael  F.  Corley  was 
listed  as  a  new  trustee  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
in  Nashville.  Corley  was 
unable  to  serve  and  a  substi¬ 
tute  nomination  was  approved 
by  messengers  to  tne  2007 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
in  San  Antonio  Justin  Peters, 
staff  evangelist  at  First  Church, 
Vicksburg,  will  serve  as  a 
LifeWay  trustee  with  a  term 
ending  in  2009. 


July  19  2007 


The  Baptist  Record 


Spiritual  Insomnia 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

mply  share  the  following  prayer 
ith  God  in  your  own  words: 


Simp 

with 


1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
deadi.  (I  repent) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jews.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 

to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


As  with  virtually  every  other 
area  of  our  human  existence, 
we  are  discovering  more  and 
more  about  our  need  for  sleep. 
It  has  long  been  understood 
that  sleep  is  necessary  for  phys¬ 
ical  refreshment  and  rejuvena¬ 
tion  and  clearly  now  we  know 
that  it  is  vitally  important  to 
our  mental  and  emotional  well¬ 
being.  Hospitals  all  across  the 
country  now  have  sleep  centers 
that  can  discover,  diagnose, 
and  in  many  cases  help  folks 
who  cannot  sleep.  Insomnia  is 
that  terrible  struggle  that  takes 
place  for  many  people  each 
night  whereby  they  simply  can¬ 
not  go  to  sleep.  There  are  a  lot 
of  reasons  why  people  cannot 
sleep  and  get  a  good  night's 
rest.  Sometimes  the  reasons  are 
external  like  a  barking  dog  or  a 
snoring  mate  while  at  other 
times  they  are  internal  such  as 
an  illness,  over  or  under  exer¬ 
tion,  breathing  problems,  or 
weight  issues.  Whatever  the 
cause,  studies  show  that  mil¬ 
lions  of  Americans  do  not  get 
the  proper  sleep  or  rest  at  night 
As  a  result,  we  are  bombarded 
by  ads  recommending  some 
pill  that  will  enable  us  to  get  to 
sleep.  Constant  insomnia  is  not 
a  good  thing.  But  other  than 
being  wide-eyed  in  the  middle 
of  the  night,  what  are  the  symp¬ 
toms  that  show  up  from  having 
insomnia?  While  there  are 
other  things  that  reveal  insom¬ 
nia,  three  of  the  top  revelations 
that  someone  is  living  with 
insomnia  are  (1)  daytime 
sleepiness,  (2)  difficulty  con¬ 
centrating  and  focusing  on  a 
task,  and  (3)  irritability. 

When  1  recently  read  that  in 
an  article,  1  began  to  think  dif¬ 
ferently  about  some  things  that 
I  had  long  wondered  about.  For 
instance  it  seems  to  me  that 
there  are  a  lot  of  times  that 
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some  of  us  are  sleeping  in 
church.  I  mean  literally  but  at 
other  times  and  even  more  sig¬ 
nificantly  spiritually  sleeping. 
In  the  realm  of  spiritual  percep¬ 
tion,  activity,  and  productive¬ 
ness,  we  just  somewhat  drag 
around.  It  caused  me  to  rethink 
and  wonder  if  some  of  the 
Lord's  peoplejust  have  spiritu¬ 
al  insomnia.  There  may  even  be 
a  case  of  this  in  the  scripture.  It 
may  well  be  that  some  of  us  are 
not  able  to  do  what  the  Lord 
wants  us  to  do  because  we  are 
not  getting  the  proper  spiritual 
rest  when  we  are  supposed  to 
be  in  a  time  of  spiritual  renew¬ 
al  and  rejuvenation. 

I  don't  know  but  possibly  that 
is  what  happened  to  Eutychus. 
In  Acts  20,  we  find  this  young  fel¬ 
low  at  a  church  meeting  with  the 
featured  speaker  being  none 
other  than  me  Apostle  Paul.  The 
place  was  packed  and  no  doubt, 
there  was  excitement  in  the 
room.  However;  Eutychus  found 
him  a  seat  on  die  window  ledge 
and  as  Paul  preached,  he  fell 
asleep.  Not  only  did  he  fall 
asleep,  he  fell  out  of  the  window 
and  they  thought  he  was  dead. 
Through  the  years,  I  have  taken 
some  comfort  in  the  fact  that  if 
Paul,  the  great  preacher;  thinker, 
and  missionary  for  the  Lord, 
could  not  keep  folks  awake  then 
how  in  die  world  could  I  ever  be 
expected  to  keep  everybody  alert 
and  engaged  in  what  1  was  say¬ 
ing.  Just  as  with  folks  who  get 
up,  head  off  to  work  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  are  not  alert  and  may  be 
disengaged  mentally  and  emo¬ 
tionally,  some 


entaily  < 
people 


show  up 


for  kingdom  work  not  ready  to 
enter  into  service  for  our  Lord 
with  energy,  excitement,  and 
genuine  spiritual  passion. 

I  have  also  wondered  if 
insomnia  may  have  been  a  part 
of  Samson's  eventual  fall.  We 
often  diink  about  him  sleeping, 
but  if  you  think  about  it,  it  was 
sleeping  at  the  wrong  time  and 
the  wrong  place  that  added  to 
his  other  woes.  It  is  for  sure  that 
his  concentration  was  not  dear, 
his  trust  was  misplaced,  and  his 
actions  became  more  and  more 
improper.  When  I  discovered 
that  one  of  the  results  of  insom¬ 
nia  is  irritability,  I  even  won¬ 
dered  if  maybe  that  was  the 
problem,  with  which  Thomas 
struggled.  We  have  named  him 
Doubting  Thomas,  but  some¬ 
times  I  nave  thought  that  he 
could  be  better  described  as 
Negative  Thomas  or  Irritable 
Thomas.  It  seems  as  though  he 
was  the  one  in  the  disciple 
group  who  could  always  come 
up  with  a  negative  word.  It 
almost  seems  as  though  he 
lived  on  the  edge  of  irritability. 

Now  for  many  of  you,  you 
have  never  run  into  any  of 
these  people  in  or  around  your 
churcn  and  thank  goodness, 
this  is  not  the  bulk  of  God's 
people  for  sure.  But  maybe  if 
we  could  determine  the  saints 
who  are  suffering  from  spiri¬ 
tual  insomnia  the  same  way 
the  sleep  studies  do  we  could 
discover  some  spiritual  help 
that  would  overcome  the 
results  of  our  sleeplessness. 
Let  me  just  suggest  a  couple  of 
things  to  each  of  us. 


We  need  proper  physical 
rest  in  the  Lord.  Sometimes  we 
are  so  focused  on  serving,  so 
tasked  oriented  in  our  spintual 
walk,  and  encouraging  people 
to  go  more,  give  more,  serve 
more,  take  on  another  wsponsi- 
bility,  and  add  one  more  pack¬ 
age  to  their  load  that  we  forget 
that  proper  rest  is  important 
also.  Our  Lord  Jesus,  who  was 
the  fullness  of  God  and  equally 
and  totally  man,  knew  that 
there  were  times  when  He  must 
pull  away  from  the  crowds, 
have  alone  time  with  the 
Father,  and  disengage  from 
doing  and  going.  It  was  a  part 
of  the  pattern  of  His  life  and 
ministry.  We  would  be  wise  to 
make  sure  that  it  is  a  part  of  our 
walk  with  Him  and  then  when 
it  is  time  to  serve  we  can  get  on 
with  the  business  at  hand 
One  other  simple  but  won¬ 
derful  truth  is  that  we  need  to 
rest  in  the  Lord, 
of  the  major  problems  that 
people  have  with  severe  insom¬ 
nia  is  often  the  fact  that  they 
just  cannot  turn  their  brain  off 
and  let  the  issues  of  life  contin¬ 
ue  without  their  attention  for  a 
while  and  simply  relax  physi¬ 
cally,  mentally,  emotionally, 
and  most  of  all  spiritually.  I 
know  that  sounds  easy  and  yet 
for  some  folks  it  is  almost 
impossible.  God  opens  up  all  of 
His  care  and  support  to  us  and 
invites  us  to  trust  Him.  Clearly, 
Jesus  was  able  to  do  this  and 
could  sleep  on  a  little  ship  on 
the  sea  even  when  the  powerful 
winds  were  blowing  and  the 
storms  were  battering  the  boat. 
The  Apostle  Peter  learned  this 
great  truth  and  said,  "Casting 
all  your  care  upon  him  for  he 
careth  for  you"  (I  Peter  5:7).  To 
the  degree  that  we  are  able  to 
do  that,  we  will  be  able  to  find 
strength  for  our  service  and 
serenity  for  our  sleep. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral&m  bcb.org. 


Children's  Ministry  Day  set  for  Feb  '08 
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BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  — 
The  first-ever  national 
Children's  Ministry  Day  is  aim¬ 
ing  to  involve  children  in  mis¬ 
sions  projects  across  the  country. 

On  Feb.  16,  2008,  all  chil¬ 
dren's  groups  in  churches  are 
encouraged  to  join  with 
100,000-plus  members  of  Girls 
in  Action  (GA)  and  Children  in 
Action  (CiA)  organizations 
affiliated  with  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  (wMu)to 
actively  minister  and  witness  in 
their  communities  for  a  con¬ 
certed  one-dav  effort. 

Mitzi  Eaker,  wMu  children's 
ministry  consultant,  said  children 
involved  in  GA  and  CiA  actively 
learn  about  and  do  missions 
throughout  the  year  but  the  focus 
on  doing  missions  across  the 
country  on  a  special  designated 
day  will  "be  exciting  to  see." 

Hope  for  the  Hungry  is  the 
theme  for  the  2008  day  of  min¬ 
istry  as  children  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  serve  those  who  are  in 
need  of  food  and  nourishment 


as  a  tangible  part  of  wMu's 
focus  on  poverty  through  its 
Project  HELP  ministry. 

'Tarticipation  will  help  chil¬ 
dren  understand  the  needs  of 
others  and  grow  in  their  ability  to 
minister  to  others  as  Christ  did," 
Eaker  said  "As  they  serve,  chil¬ 
dren  will  realize  that  God  can  use 
them  in  a  mighty'  way,  even  now 
while  they  are  young,  to  share 
His  love,  and  minister  to  others." 

To  help  plan  and  implement 
the  event,  a  complete  Children's 
Ministry  Day  promotional  pack 
will  be  available  from  wMu  in 
November,  including  project 
ideas,  learning  activities  for 
before  and  after  the  project,  a 
children's  sermon,  ideas  for 
involving  families,  and  a  varietv 
of  promotional  materials. 

To  order,  visit  www.wmu.com 
or  call  wMu  customer  service 
toll-free  at  (800)  968-7301 . 

Scheduled  to  coincide  with 
Focus  on  wMu  week  each  year. 
Children's  Ministry  Day  (at 
www.childrensmissions.com) 


wiH  be  held  annually  on  the 
third  Saturday  of  February. 

WMU  leaders  list  a  number 
of  goals  for  ongoing  missions 
education  and  involvement 
through  Girls  in  Action  or 
Children  in  Action: 

•  Demonstrate  to  children 
how  God  is  at  work  in  the 
world  through  stories  from  the 
mission  field. 

•  Encourage  children  to 
learn  and  apply  the  Bible  to 
their  lives. 

•  Show  children  the  power 
of  prayer  as  they  are  taught 
how  to  pray  for  needs  around 
them,  missionaries,  people 
groups  and  missions  in  general. 

•  Cultivate  a  healthy  curios¬ 
ity  as  children  learn  about  dif¬ 
ferent  cultures  and  religions 
and  realize  that  all  people  need 
to  know  Jesus. 

For  more  information  about 
GA,  visit  the  GA  website  at 
www.gapassport.com.  For  more 
information  on  Children  in 
Action,  visit  www.wmucia.com. 
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Antioch  Church,  Brandon:  Homecoming  and  Revival  July 
22-25;  Sun.,  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish  lunch; 
Sun  -Wed.  7  pm.;  Ricky  Kennedy,  speaker;  Eric  McNafc  music 


Old  Hebron  Church,  Covington/Jefferson 
Revival  July  22-25;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  follower 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Truman  Scaifcfou 


4-nCand?  pmni^tiy;  Eddie  Carpenter  speaker;  tfill  Wilson,  music. 

Centerville  Church,  Centerville  community,  Jones 
Count^JHomecoming,  July  2*;  services  followed  by  meal; 

Concord  Church,  little  Ysmmk  Revival  Aug.  5-5;  Sun.  11 
a.m.  followed  by  lunch;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Don  Taylor;  speaker; 
Ronnie  Cottingham,  music. 

Corinth  Church,  Singleton:  Revival,  July  29-Aug.  2,  11 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.  daily;  Don  Taylor;  speaker;  Jeffrey  Jones, 
music;  John  Sharp,  pastor. 


music;  Tommy  Tanner,  pastor. 


,  followed  by  lunch  and  1:30 
Scarbrough,  speaker;  Steve 


am.  followed  by  hi 
lowing  on  Wed.,  Ger 
Yarbrough*  organist; 


ami  lauwwiu,  iiiuoin., 

pianist;  Philip  Douglas,  pastor 


Shelton  Church,  Moselle:  Revival  July 

a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  on  the  ground  ana ! 
Messer,  speaker. 


29-Aug.  1;  Sun.,  10 
7  p.m.  rughtfy;  James 


ug.  u  St 
nightly; 


Ebeneser  Church,  Kosciusko:  Revival  July  22-25;  Sun.  11 
am.  and  6  pm.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  pm.;  Danny  Lanier;  speaker  and 
music  Larry  Harvey,  pastor. 


Freeny  Church,  Carthage:  Revival  July  22-25;  services,  7 
p.m.;  Scott  Vaughn,  speaker;  Johnny  Eubanks,  music. 


Strong  River  Church,  Simpson  Association:  Revival  and 
180th  Anniversary;  Aug.  22-24,  7  pm.  nightly;  Johnny  Sykes, 
speaker;  Jason  Sullivan,  music;  Aug.  26,  anniversary  celebration; 
ID  am.  worship,  followed  by  coveted  dish  lunch  and  praise  and 
song  services  and  anniversary  cake.  Roger  Lee,  pastor. 

Mt.  Zion  Church,  Simpson  Association:  RevivaL  July 
29-Aug.  3;  Sun.  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch;  Mon.-Fri.  7 
p.m.;  Danny  Berry,  Andy  Boles,  Roger  Lee,  and  Jay  Westbrook, 


Goodwater  Church,  Smith  Association:  Revival  Aug.  5-8; 
Sun.  Sunday  School  10  am.;  worship,  11  am.  followed  by 
potluck  lunch  and  1:30  pm.  worship;  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.; 
Nicholas  Buchanan,  speaker;  Mike  Walker,  pastor. 


29-Aug.  3;  Sun.  10:30  a.m. 
p.m.;  Dannv  Berry,  Andy  Bole 
speakers;  Mark  Parker,  music; 

Victory  Church,  Bassfield: 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.  7 
Thames,  music;  George  Gerald 


nny  Berry,  Andy  Boles,  Roger  Lee,  and  Jay  V 
;  Mark  Parker,  music;  Trent  Sullivan,  pastor. 


I:  RevivaL  July  22-26;  Sun.  11  a.m. 
7  p.m.;  Bruce  Jolly,  speaker;  Bob 
Id  Aultman,  pastor. 


am.  followed 
Reid,  speaker; 


White  Oak  Church,  Smith  County:  Revival,  July  22-25; 
Sun.  10:30  a.m.  followed  by  dinner  on  the  grounds  and  chil¬ 
dren's  music,  1:15  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  5:30  p.m.  meal;  services  at 
7  p.m.;  Jerry  Mixon,  speaker;  Ian  Richardson,  music;  Alan 
Woodward,  interim  pastor. 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Man.  1932  -  2004 
( upyrighted  2005 


DLETFB  T  HOB  KANG 
BGK,  CSGHGLDLE  HSOFF 
AGN  FLQLTDL  NSL 
UTARZG)  GX  RGZ  OH  O 
FTNNFL  QSTFZ,  SL  HSOFF 
AGN  LANLE  NSLELTA. 

)OEU  NLA:  XTXNLLA 
Clue:  (J  =  C 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  tht‘  puz/.le.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle  lohn  Ten  Twenty-Nine 


LITTl  t  GIANT  MIG  CO 


www.mbcb.org 


I  NOW  Small  Churches  Can  Offer  BIG  Benefits  I 

Retirement  and  Insurance  Plans  Affordable  for  Even  One  Staff  Member 

Staff  Nerving  smaller  churches  can  now  get  the  kind  of  protection  and  coverage 
enjoyed  by  staffs  of  larger  church  organizations.  Guide  Stone  has  retirement  and 
insurance  plans  specifically  for  small  groups  (even  if  it  s  only  one  person!). 
GuideStone  provides  foil  benefit  plans  and,  in  coordination  with  your  State 
Convention,  assistance  that  will  expand  the  benefits  you  may  not  otherwise  be 
able  to  offer 

% 

M  Retirement  plans  with  a  wide  variety  of  socially  screened  investment  options,  including  the 
nation's  only  Christian-based  target  date  investment  funds. 

IK  Health  insurance  plans —  both  single  and  family  coverage  — that  have  held  stable  premium 
rates  (and  even  decreased  in  some  states)  for  three  years  in  a  row; 

IK  For  Southern  Baptist  churches  that  have  an  annual  budget  of  less  than  $75,000,  the  MissiorV  | 
Church  Assistance  Fund  offers  an  incentive  for  an  even  larger  number  of 
small  congregations  to  provide  a  retirement  plan  for  their  ministers 


GuideStone 

Financial  Resource's 
l Mi  u  eU  Do  right 


Call  1-888-98-GUIDE  (l-888-984-tM33)  or  visit 
u'ww.GuideStone.org/GreotBenefits  today  to 
provide  your  staff  with  great  benefits 

frnplovee*  <*e  eligible  to  eroiv  !u»  towage  through  juutoSiotie  ‘uderwntmi,  is  requifin: 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


1.  Star  Church,  Star,  recently 
licensed  Van  Dyess  to  the 
1  ministry.  Shown  are 
r  Vic  Bowman  and 


2.  Zion  Hill  Church,  Wesson, 
held  a  baby  dedication  ser¬ 
vice  May  13.  Shown  from 
left  are  Scott  and  Joanne 
Allen,  Wayne  and  Heather 
McKenzie,  Chuck  and  Patty 
Shelton,  and  Jason  ana 
Mandy  Shelton. 


3.  Harmony  Church,  Lincoln 
Association,  held  a  recogni¬ 
tion  service  honoring  Betty 
Johnson,  Nalty  Johnson, 
Elnora  Johnson,  and  Sally 
Toler  for  more  than  50  years 
dedicated  service  in  numer¬ 
ous  leadership  positions  in 
the  church.  Speakers  for  the 
event  were  Talmadge  Smith, 
Larry  Eickenlofr,  and 
Clarence  Young.  Shown  are 
die  participants. 

4.  Acteens  Margie  and  Kellie 
Black  of  Bethel  Church, 
Smith  Association,  carried 
supplies  to  the  Ronald 


Thompson  Church,  Smith- 
dale,  baptized  10  at  the  river 
June  25.  Shown  are  the  can¬ 
didates  and  pastor  Brent 
Parker. 


6.  Indian 


Church. 


observed  Preschool  Recog¬ 
nition  Day  for  the  newest 
members  of  the  preschool 
division.  Shown  are  die  par¬ 
ticipants.  Mike  West,  pastor. 


recognized  the  mother  with 
most  children  present,  old¬ 
est  mother,  and  youngest 
mother  on  May  13.  Shown 
are  Gail  Carpenter;  Mary  L. 
Braswell,  and  Sarah  May, 
respectively. 

8.  Edwards  Church,  Edwards, 
dedicated  a  Ten  Command¬ 
ments  plaque  July  1.  Shown 
with  the  plaque  is  John 
McCall  interim  pastor. 

9.  GAs  from  Cross  Roads 
Church,  Pelahatchie,  recent¬ 
ly  participated  in  the 
M.05.T.  Project  to  provide 


to  purchase  seven 
Shown  are  the  GAs  and 
leaders  Lisa  Hammarstrom 
and  Terri  Goodson. 


10.  Ackerman  Church,  Acker¬ 
man,  recognizes  its 
Children  and  Youth  Bible 
Drillers:  front  row,  Abby 
Wood,  Dayna  Presley, 
Ashton  Beals,  Leanna 
Carter,  Jennifer  Bigley,  and 
Ginnv  Lucas;  back  row, 
Carofyn  Lindley,  Courtney 
Irvin,  and  Ellen  Graves. 

11.  Noxapater  Church,  Noxa- 
pater,  recognizes  its  chil¬ 
dren's  Bible  Drillers  Gray¬ 
son  Freeman,  Colton  Horne, 
and  Anna  Katherine  Wells; 
and  youth  Bible  Drillers 
Sydney  Kirk,  Mary  Marg¬ 
aret  Kirk,  Jaqaline  Robinson, 
and  Brooke  Massey. 

12.  Goss  Church,  Columbia, 
recognizes  its  Bible  Drillers: 
front  row,  Carlye  Broom, 
Madelyne  Ard,  and  Logan 
Sears;  2nd  row,  Conner 
Sears,  Malori  Ard,  and 
Daisy  Raybom;  3rd  row, 
Braxton  Boyles,  Jeremy 
Moree,  and  Kaleight  White; 
back  row,  Vicki  Moree, 
Keifer  Dunaway,  and 
Melinda  King. 

13.  The  youth  of  Mt  Pleasant 
Church,  Bogus  Chitto, 
attended  Centrifuge  in 
Greenville,  South  Carolina. 
F 


13.  Youth,  ML  Pleasant  Church,  Bogus  Chitto 


7:30  o.m. 


527-4979  for  information. 

First  Church,  Ttipelo,  is 
hosting  a  Growing 
Churches  conference  July 
27-28,  with  check-in  begin¬ 
ning  Fri.,  5  p.m.  and  the  last 
session  Sat.,  10:30  a.m.  The 
conference  is  sponsored  by 
the  Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  Board  ana  the 
Lee  County  Association. 
Cost  is  $5.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (662)  566-1700. 
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Barland  for  40  years  of 
service  as  church  clerk. 
Barland  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  for  over 
70  years. 

3.  The  RAs  and  GAs  of 


4.  Cane  Creek  Church,  Cane  Creek 


7.  Sardis  Church,  Philadelphia 


attendance,  102.  Shown  are 


the  participants. 


4.  First  Church,  Amory;  total 
enrollment,  210.  Shown  are 


the  participants. 


effective  June  25.  He  and  his  wife  Janis  reside  in  Kosciusko. 


1.  Eastwood  Church,  Indi- 
anola,  held  a  baby  dedi¬ 
cation  recentlv.  Dedicated 


Billy  Thomas,  pastor. 

2.  Carol  Gunn,  right,  pre¬ 
sented  a  plaque  from 
Hernunville  Church, 


held  their 


1.  Calvary  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto:  Youth  VBS  had  an 
enrollment  of  18.  The  chil¬ 
dren's  VBS  had  110 
enrolled  with  an  average 
attendance  of  102.  Shown 
are  the  participants  at  the 
commencement  services 
June  24. 


2.  Clarksdale  Church,  Clarks- 
dale:  week  of  June  4th; 
93,900  pennies  collected  for 
the  Memorial  to  the 
Missing  at  the  Baptist 
Building,  Jackson. 

3.  Ackerman  Church,  Acker¬ 
man:  June  11-15;  average 


5.  Bluff  Springs  Church,  Mag¬ 
nolia:  June  4-8;  total  enroll¬ 
ment  of  68;  average  atten¬ 
dance,  58;  $341  raised  for 
Baptist  Children's  Village; 
shown  are  the  participants. 

6.  Cane  Creek  Church,  Cane 
Creek:  June  4-8;  over  $2000 
in  pennies  raised  for  the 
Baptist  Children's  Village; 
shown  are  the  participants. 

7.  Sardis  Church,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  June  4-8;  shown  are 
the  participants. 


I.  Ackerman  Church,  Ackerman 


Jus  i  For  i  hi  Rico kd 


4.  First  Church,  Amory 
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WHO  WILL  GET  MY  VOTE? 


By  Jimmy  Porter 


Is  it  okay  to  assume 
you  are  going  to  vote? 
I  hope  you  are  not  one 
of  the  45  to  65  million 
eligible  American  vot¬ 
ers  who  are  not  regis¬ 
tered.  Less  than  fifty 
percent  of  the  voting 
population  actually 
votes  in  any  given  election.  What  is  even 
more  troubling  is  that  only  about  43  per¬ 
cent  of  evangelical  Christians  actually 
bother  to  vote  in  any  given  election 
according  to  Focus  on  the  Family. 

Since  you  are  going  to  vote,  who  will 
you  choose  in  this  upcoming  election? 
John  Quincy  Adams,  6th  U.  S. 
President,  said,  "Always  vote  for  prin¬ 
ciple,  though  you  may  vote  alone,  and 
you  may  cherish  the  sweetest  reflection 
that  your  vote  is  never  lost."  Lyndon  B. 
Johnson,  36th  U.  S.  President,  said, 
"The  vote  is  the  most  powerful  instru¬ 


ment  ever  devised  by  man  for  breaking 
down  injustice  and  destroying  the  terri¬ 
ble  walls  which  imprison  men  because 
they  are  different  from  other  men." 

Perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  privileges 
that  goes  unrecognized  is  the  opportuni¬ 


ty  to  cast  a  vote  for  the  candidate  of  your 
choice.  So  many  say,  "I  am  just  one  vote 
so  why  does  it  matter?"  By  one  vote  the 
U.  S.  House  of  Representatives  elected 
Thomas  Jefferson  as  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1801.  One  vote  elected 
Hitler  as  leader  of  the  German  Nazi  Party 
in  1923,  and  one  vote  in  1941  kept  the 
Selective  Service  Act  intact  just  weeks 
before  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor.  Your 
vote  does  count  so  cast  it  wisely. 

Often  the  question  is  asked,  "Where 
does  this  candidate  stand  on  a  particu¬ 
lar  issue?"  The  best  place  to  find  that 


answer  is  to  ask  the  per¬ 
son  running  for  office.  If 
you  call  them  or  their 
campaign  headquarters 
and  ask  in  the  proper 
way,  they  will  tell  you. 
Sometimes  they  might 
talk  around  the  issue  and 
never  give  you  a  direct 
answer  and  if  that  hap¬ 
pens,  they  have  indirect¬ 
ly  told  you  what  you 
need  to  know. 

The  Clarion  Ledger 
recently  published  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  articles  on  the  voting 
records  of  Mississippi  State 
Senators  and  House  of  Representatives 
on  a  few  bills  they  deemed  important.  It 
was  not  exhaustive,  but  it  could  prove 
helpful.  Also,  the  Baptist  Record  has  pub¬ 
lished  the  voting  record  on  some  issues, 
especially  gambling  and  bringing  the 
casinos  in  on  land. 

Use  the  internet  to  search  out  the 
voting  record  of  incumbents.  With  a 
little  time  and  work  you  can  possibly 
discover  where  they  stand  on  certain 
issues.  It  is  vitally  important  to  know 
how  the  candidates  feel  and  vote  on 
the  critical  issues. 


Please  allow  me  to  suggest  that  you 
never  vote  for  someone  solely  on 
name  recognition  or  the  fact  that  they 
go  to  your  church.  In  addition,  it  is 
never  fair  to  judge  someone  on  one  or 
two  minor  issues  or  .votes.  But  if  a  can¬ 
didate  constantly  votes  wrong  on 
issues  critical  to  your  faith,  then  nelp 
remove  him/her  from  office  by  voting 
for  someone  different. 

Louis  L' Amour,  American  writer, 
puts  it  succinctly  when  he  said,  "To 
make  democracy  work,  we  must  be  a 
nation  of  participants,  not  simply 
observers.  One  who  does  not  vote  has 
no  right  to  complain." 

If  we  desire  a  better  Mississippi,  then 
we  must  select  men  and  women  who 
love  our  state,  honor  God  with  their 
lives,  and  will  vote  based  on  their 
Christian  convictions.  Just  remember, 
government  is  not  evil,  but  it  does 
reflect  the  character  of  those  who  sit  in 
the  seats  of  power  and  decision  making. 


If  you  are  interested  in  receiving  Christian 
Action  Commission  u/nlates  iha  the  internet, 
please  e-mail  us  at  ruvodP'christiatiaction.com. 
Include  y our  name,  address,  phone  number, 
and  church  name. 


C  t>l  I  I  C.l  \lU 


1.  Mississippi  College  is  offering  an  online  higher 
education  degree  program.  For  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  graduate  office  at  (601)  925-3225  or  visit 
www.mc.edu/academics/onhighed.  All  highei 
education  courses  will  be  on  line  in  the  fall  of  2008. 

2.  Mississippi  native  Kelly 
Wheat  is  returning  home  after 
working  at  Colorado  (hurdl¬ 
es  for  a  half-dozen  years  to 
become  the  new  director  of 
Baptist  Ministries  at 
Mississippi  College  Wheat 
succeeds  Christy  Carlev  who 
joined  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  staff  in  Jackson  as 
assodate  director  of  the 
Collegiate  Ministry  after  eight 
years  at  MC.  Wheat,  who  Wheat 

grew  up  near  Prentiss,  is  a - 

graduate  of  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
and  received  a  master's  of  divinity  degree  from 
Golden  Gate  Baptist  Theological  seminary.  The  33- 
vear-old  Mississippian  was  a  student  minister  at 
Ada  ton  Church  in  Starkville  and  spent  a  year  as 
the  Baptist  Student  Union  intern  at  Virginia  Tech. 
He  ana  his  wife,  Rani,  are  par¬ 
ents  of  two  children,  Caden, 
and  Addy,  with  a  baby  to  be 
named  soon. 

3.  Andy  Kanengiser  is  named 
Mississippi  College's  uni¬ 
versity  news  coordinator. 

Kanengiser  will  be  responsi¬ 
ble  for  directing  the  flow  of 
university  news  and  informa¬ 
tion  to  media  outlets,  publish¬ 
ing  news  through  several  — _ —  . 
channels  on  the  university  Kanengiser 


* 


web  site,  and  serving  as 
writer  of  the  university'sllag- 
ship  magazine.  Kanengiser 
comes  to  Mississippi  College 
from  The  Clarion-Ledger, 
where  he  served  as  higher 
education  reporter.  His 
responsibilities  included  cov¬ 
erage  of  Mississippi's  eight 
public  universities,  ten  pn- 
vate  colleges  and  15  commu¬ 
nity  colleges.  Kanengiser  has 
more,  than  30  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  as  a  reporter  working  for 
the  Jackson  Daily  News, 

Northeast  Mississippi  Daily 
Journal,  The  Albany  (GA) 

Herald.  Tallahassee 

Democrat,  Florida  Times- 
Union  and  USA  Today.  A 
New  lersey  native, 

Kanengiser  earned  his  bache- _ 

lor’s  degree  from  Penn  State 

University  (1973)  and  his  _ 

master  's  degree  from  Florida 
State  University  (1975).  Kanengiser  is  married,  has 
five  children  and  one  grandson.  He  and  his  fami¬ 
ly  reside  in  Pearl. 

4.  William  Carey  University  will  hold  the 
Metamorphosis  Survival  Weekend  Aug.  17-19. 
Registration  begins  at  4:30  p.m.  Friday.  It  is 
designed  by  the  Baptist  Student  Union  to  intro¬ 
duce  transfer  and  freshmen  students  to  WCU, 
and  includes  meals,  small  group  activities,  a 
community  service  project,  and  other  events. 
For  information,  call  (601)  318-6161  or  visit 
www.careybsu.org.  A  new  student  orientation, 
separate  from  the  Survival  Weekend,  will  be 
held  Aug.  17  from  1:30-4  p.m.  in  the  Smith 


5.  Taylor  School,  MC _ 

Auditorium  in  the  Thomas  Fine  Arts  Building. 
For  information,  call  Student  Support  Services 
at  (601)  318-6443  or  318-6779. 


5.  Opening  its  doors  to  the  community  tnis  tail, 
the  Taylor  School  at  Mississippi  College  cele¬ 
brates  the  distinguished  40-year  career  of  MC 
piano  faculty  member  Ralph  Taylor  who  retired 
in  1999.The  school  will  otters  lessons  on  voice, 
piano  and  other  musical  instruments  to  young¬ 
sters  from  grade  school  through  high  school. 
Adults  on  up  through  grandparents  are  invited 
for  musical  training,  too.  For  more  information 
on  the  Taylor  School,  call  the  MC  music  depart¬ 
ment  at  (601)925-3440. 


this  fall. 
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2.  Children  at  First  Church, 
Plan  tors  ville,  held  their 
Vacation  Bible  School  June 
11-15.  The  theme  was  "Game 


Day  Central."  Shown  are  the 
participants. 


3.  Cedar  View  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  is  hosting  The 
House  Family  in  concert 
July  21,  6  p.m. 


1.  Yfouth  attend  Centrifuge,  First  Church, 


4.  The  Women  on  Mission 
group  of  Pint  Church, 
Columbus,  made  dresses 
and  shorts  for  needy  chil¬ 
dren  in  Nicaragua.  Shown 
are  Irene  Lancaster,  Betty 
Coleman,  Jane  Shades, 
Marianna  Conner,  and 
Ruth  Carter. 
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BROOKSVILLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Brooksville,  Min.,  is  seeking  a  bi -voca¬ 
tional  music  director.  Send  resumes  to 
Janice  Kesier,  music  chairman,  2922  Fire 

Tower  Rd.,  Crawford,  MS  39743. _ 

CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  located  on 
49  touSt  in  Braxton,  Miss.,  Making  a 
Minister  of  Music.  Send  resumes  to 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  attn:  music  com- 
P.O.  Box  1 11.  Braxton,  MS  39044. 


Miss.,  seeks  a  part-time  chUdrenY  minister. 
Please  submit  resumes  to  M  Vance;  129 
N.  Eagle  Ridge  Drive,  Florence,  MS 

.19073. _ 

EPHESUS  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  SEEKING 
a  full-time  Minister  of  Youth  and 
Recreation.  )>k  requires  working  with 
you#!  and  children  and  Scheduling  Family- 
Life  Center  events:  Send  resume  to  Dr.  Jim 
Everett,  3495  Ephous  Road,  Forest  MS 


FHBT  BAPTIST  CHURCH  MCCOMR, 
Miss.,  seeks  a  full-time  Day  Care 
Director.  Please  send  resumes  to  1700 


Delaware  Awe.,  McComb,  MS  39648.  Or 

email  to  lodyRlbutiujomb.com. _ 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH/ 

MUSIC.  Parkview  Baptist  Church, 
Greenville,  MS  is  seeking  a  full-time  min¬ 
ister  of  youth  andtor  music.  Please  send 
resume'  to  Personnel  Committee,  712 
McAllister  Street  Greenville,  MS  38701 


jlLilil  J 


HICKORY  RIDGE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Florence,  MS  is  seeking  a  bi-vocational 
Minister  of  Musk.  Average  Church 
Attendance  1 50.  Please  send  resume  to 
search  committee,  1657  Florence  Byram 
Rd.,  Florence,  MS  39073,  or  email  to 


MT.  LIBERTY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Water  Valley,  Misa.,  Is  seeking  a  full-time 
or  bi-vocational  minister.  Please  submit 
resume  to  search  committee,  906 
Stephens  St.,  Water  Valley,  MS  38965  or 
call  Betty  Melton  (662)  473-2095. 

MT.  MORIAH  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  is 
seeking  someone  to  lead  congregation¬ 
al  singing,  and  to  direct  our  choir  dur¬ 


ing  cantata  musicals.  If  interested, 
please  send  your  up-to-date  resume, 
along  with  references,  to  81 4  Marwood 
Loop  SE,  Bogue  Chitto,  MS  39629.  If 
you  have  questions,  call  pastor  Rev. 

Danny  Moss  at  (601 )  833-6858. _ 

PHILADELPHIA  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Caseyvilte,  Miss.,  seeks  a  part-time 
music  minister.  Please  submit  resumes 
to  Philadelphia  Baptist  Church,  3646 


ROBE  MU.  FBC,  ROBE  MU,  MS  is  seek¬ 
ing  a  bi-vocational  worship  leader/minis¬ 
ter  of  musk.  Please  send  resumes  to  Rose 
Hill  FBC  P.O.  Box  1  Rose  Hill,  MS  39356, 
attn:  Worship  Leader  search  committee 
Or  email  ebmartinRbayspringstel.net, 
View  website:  www.nMehilHbc.org. 

fttttor:  Bro,  Eddie  Martin. _ 

WANTED:  PART-TIME  YOUTH  PASTOR 
Send  resumes  and/or  inquiries  to  Rev. 
Neil  Harvison,  First  Baptist  Church, 
McLaurin,  Miss.,  via  email  jnharvi- 
sionRliberty.edu.  Or  call  (601)  583- 
8007  or  (601)  816-1 169. 


EVANl.EL  S  M  RiBL  F  CONFERENi  E  2007 

James  E.  Messer  Ministries 


Sunday  Aug  12  thru  Wadnaaday  Aug  16,  2007 

fcOO/lftlSem  A  6:30pm  Sun  •  7:00pm  M  -  W 

Salem  Haights  Baptist  Church 

D.  J.  Benson.  Pastor  •  601-763-7571 
5850  Hwy  84  West  •  Laurel,  MS  39443 
www.salemheights.org 

Co-hosted  by  Jones  County  Baptist  Association 

•  •  •  •  Scheduled  Speakers  •  •  •  • 

St  M*Y  9:00am  A  6:30pm 

I  *  John  Sullivan  •  Executive  Director  FL  Baptist  Convention 

I I  Emir  Caner  •  Dean,  The  College  at  Southwestern 
Former  Muslim 

1  Ergun  Caner  •  President,  Liberty  Theological  Seminary  - 
Former  Muslim 

hfoMUY  7:00pm:  Fred  Luter  •  Pastor.  Franklin  Ave  Baptist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
Tuesday  7:00pm: 

Johnny  Hunt  •  Pastor,  FBC,  Woodstock,  Georgia 
Bob  Pitmen  •  Rator,  Kirby  Woods  BC,  Memphis,  TN 
Wednesday  7:00pm:  Junior  Hill  •  Evangelist,  Hartselle,  AL 


REASONABLY  PRICED  INSURANCE: 

Medkare  supplements,  major  med¬ 
ical,  A  small  group  health  insurance 
plans  available  for  individuals  & 
churches.  Call  Carra  Turner  (662) 
231-4487  for  'rates  or  visit 
www.tumerinsuranceonline.com. 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  &  beach¬ 
front  vacation  condos.  Summer  spe¬ 
cials,  Gulf  Shores  &  Orange  Beach, 
Alabama,  www.gulfshorescondos.com. 
Two  nights  efficiency  sleeps  4  beach- 
side,  $256.  Four  nights  2  bedroom 
sleeps  6  beachside  $605.  Two  nights.  1 
bedroom  sleeps  6  beachfront  $383. 
Four  nights  2  bedroom  sleeps  6  beach¬ 
front  $650.  Prices  include  everything. 
Call  (205)  556-0368  or  (205)  554- 

1524,  expires  8/30/07 _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair. 


lxYLZXJJUZOL. 


CHURCH  FEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  esti¬ 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7, _ 

CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE  3/9  inter¬ 
state,  3.9  in  stale  Ask  about  rates  as  low  as 
1.9  state  to  state.  No  monthly  service 
charge.  Call  1  -866-587-8346  or  www.low- 
ermyphonebill.com4uroldtt. 


JASPER  COUNTY  RAPTST  ASSOCIATION 

located  in  Bay  Springs,  Miss.,  is  seeking 
a  part-time  bi-vocational  Association 
Missions  Director.  This  is  a  part-time 
position,  and  the  position  does  not 
include  housing  facilities.  Please  send 
resumes  no  later  than  July  1,  2007  to 
Jasper  County  Baptist  Association,  P.O. 
Box  385,  Bay  Springs.  Ms,  39422. 
STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  SERVING 
MS  A  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  A  STEEPLES. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seating, 
wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringlglas, 
carpet  signs.  Church  Supply  Company  of 

Texas.  (800)  728-B291. _ 

HOLMES  COUNTY  ASSN.  SEEKING 
director  of  missions.  For  questions  call 
George  Martin,  (662)  633-0251  or  David 
Richmond,  (662)  420-9479.  Submit 
resumes  via  email  mrcoinmanRbell- 
south.net,  or  mail  to  D.  Richmond,  103 

North  St.,  Lexington.  MS  39095, _ 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  FOR  DtSCIFLESHIP 
Ministries:  Bon  Air  Baptist  Church, 
Richmond,  Va.,  full-time  position. 
Candidates  will  a  bachelor's  degree.  In 
addition,  a  seminary  degree  with  at 
least  five  years  relevant  experience  is 
preferred.  Visit  www.bonairbaptist.org 


for  additional  details.  Send  resume, 

with  cover  letter  to  apdm- 

searchteamRbonairbaptist.org. 
SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  Christian 
owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid¬ 
ing,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  ruofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601 ) 
992-2092,  Don  A  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 
QUIET  GATLINBURG  CABIN  RETREAT: 
2  bdrm  —  sleeps  6.  Mt  View  from  deck. 
Full  kitchen,  level  entry,  $95/nite.  For 
Information:  (251)  666-2175,  (c)  (251) 
689-9982,  email:  pdiwRworldnet.att.net. 
7  CHURCHES  OF  REVELATION/ 
Ancient  Troy, Istanbul  —  November  9- 
17,  2007  —  Join  Rev.  A  Mrs.  Gary 
Bowlin  and  other  Christians  on  an  excit¬ 
ing  9-day  visit  to  the  7  Churches  of 
Revelation,  plus  Troy  and  Istanbul. 
Superior  accommodations.  Led  over  60 
international  trips.  $2,649  from  Jackson 
(plus  tips  and  taxes).  For  further  informa¬ 
tion  and  brochure,  call  (601)  276-7245, 
or  email  garybowlinRbeHiouth.net. 

DR.  |OE  CROUT  IS  AVAILABLE  for  pul¬ 
pit  supply,  revivals  and  interim  pas- 

torate.  Call  (601)  371-7049. _ 

STAINWAY  PIANO.  Upright  model 
1098;  ebony,  1  owner,  purchased 
1998;  $9,000,  (601 )  982-4906 


2.  Children  at  VBS,  First  Church,  Ptantersville 


Children  1  Worship  Service 

Sunday  thru  Wednesday  -  John  4  fatty  Yates 


UNCH 


Host  churches  for  noon  services 
cell  churches  (or  Qooqis)  for  directions 
Mon:  West  Laurel  Bapfet  Church  *649-1552  -  Pastor,  Jeff  Taylor 
TUa:  Houston  Road  Bapist  Church  •  649-4349  -  Pastor,  Tommy  Brill 
Wsd:  Highland  Baptist  Church  •  649-5599  -  Pastor,  Roy  Crowe 

UPCOMING  2007  BIBLE  CONFERENCES 

Oct  7-10 - - Smith  County  Association  -  Raleigh,  MS 

Oct  21-24 _ FBC  Ocean  Springs  -  Ocean  Springs,  MS 

James  E.  Messer  Mrwtnes,  Inc  •  P  0  Box  1325  •  Theodore,  AL  36590 
Phone:  (800  or  251)  653-6652  •  www.jamesmesser.com 


Speci 


5  30pm  Sun  &  6  30pm  M  W 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Sharing  Christ  in  All  Places 


Acts  13:1-3;  14:1-7,  21-23 


By  Laura  Lea there 


"The  fishermen  know  that 
the  sea  is  dangerous  and  the 
storm  terrible,  wrote  Vincent 
van  Gogh,  "but  they  have  never 
found  these  dangers  sufficient 
reason  for  remaining  ashore."  If 
danger  does  not  stop  die  com¬ 
mercial  fisherman,  whose  main 
concern  is  income,  why  should 
it  stop  those  who  are  fishing  for 
souls  and  have  eternity's  values 
in  view?"  (Warren  Wiersbe,  Be 
Daring,  Preface). 

Paul  and  Barnabas,  "men 
who  risked  their  lives  for  the 
name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ" 
(Acts  15:26),  knew  all  to  well  the 
danger  of  spreading  the  gospel 
and  fulfilling  the  Acts  1:8  man¬ 
date.  Luke  transitions,  begin¬ 
ning  with  chapter  13,  from  writ¬ 
ing  about  Peter's  life  to  the  min¬ 
istry  and  life  of  Paul  and  his  mis¬ 
sion  to  take  the  gospel  to  the 
ends  of  the  world  and  plant 


churches  wherever  he 
went.  Today's  lesson  is 
a  challenge  for  you  to .. . 

1.  Go  (Acts  13:1-3)  Leathers 

Is  it  go  and  then  Dray 
asking  God  to  Dless  your  means 
endeavors  or  is  it  pray  and  seek 
the  leadership  through  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spint  as  to 
where  God  wants  you  to  go? 

Notice  in  this  section  the  church 
at  Antioch  "ministered  to  the 
Lord  and  fasted"  then  the  Holy 
Spirit  gave  them  direction  for 
the  next  step. 

Prophets  and  teachers 
(BamaDas,  Simeon,  Lucius, 

Manaen,  and  Saul)  "were 
preachers  of  God's  Word  and 
responsible  in  the  early  years  of 
the  church  to  instruct  local  con¬ 
gregations"  (MacArthur  Study 
Bible,  page  1656).  Through  the 
leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
Barnabas  and  Paul  were  chosen 
"for  the  work  to  which  I  (the 
Holy  Spirit)  have  called  them." 


The  church  showed 
their  affirmation,  sup¬ 
port,  and  identification 
with  these  two  men  by 
fasting,  praying,  ana 
laying  hands  on  them. 
Remember  'Go'  begins 
with  a  prayer  meeting! 

2.  Evangelize  (Acts 
14:1-7) 

The  word  evange¬ 
lism,  a  word  which  does 
not  occur  in  the  Bible, 
the  active  calling  of  peo¬ 
ple  to  respond  to  die  message  of 
grace  and  commit  oneself  to 
God  in  Jesus  Christ"  (Holman 
Bible  Dictionary)  and  it  is  a 
mandate  for  all  Delievers. 

As  you  read  the  rest  of  chap¬ 
ter  13  notice  the  many  different 
places  Barnabas  and  Paul 
shared  the  Good  News.  They 
went  down  to  Seleucia,  sailed  to 
Cyprus,  arrived  in  Salamis,  then 
to  Paphos,  sailed  to  Perga  in 
Pampnylia,  and  finally  arrived 
in  Antioch  in  Pisidia.  Here  Paul 
is  asked  by  the  rulers  of  the  syn¬ 
agogue  to  share  "any  word  of 
exhortation  for  the  people" — 
which  Paul  did  in  verses  16-41. 
However,  in  verses  42-52,  Paul 
and  Barnabas  encounter  conflict 
as  the  Jews,  "seeing  the  multi¬ 


tudes  were  filled  with  envy,  con¬ 
tradicting  and  blaspheming, 
opposed  the  things  spoken  by 
Paul".  Paul  and  Barnabas  spoke 
boldly  to  the  Jews  resulting  in 
die  Gentiles  hearing  and  believ¬ 
ing,  but  the  Jews  raised  up  per¬ 
secution  and  expelled  Paul  and 
Barnabas  from  me  region.  They 
shook  the  dust  from  their  fe^t 
and  came  to  Iconium  leaving 
the  disciples  filled  with  joy  ana 
die  Holy  Spirit. 

In  Iconium  they  went  to  the 
synagogue  and  proclaimed 
Christ.  The  results:  "a  great  mul¬ 
titude  both  of  the  Jews  and  of  the 
Greeks  believed."  But  the  entire 
multitude  was  not  willing  to 
accept  the  plan  of  salvation. 
Opposition  continued  to  grow 
while  Paul  and  Bamabas  contin¬ 
ued  to  proclaim  the  truth.  When 
they  learned  plans  were  being 
made  to  abuse  and  stone  them 
they  escaped  to  Lystra,  only  once 
again  to  be  met  with  opposition. 
Tnere,  Paul  was  stoned  and  left 
for  dead,  but  "he  rose  up"  and 
went  with  Bamabas  to  Deibe. 
Remember  Evangelize'  incorpo¬ 
rates  the  word  persecution. 

3.  Strengthen  (Acts  14:21-23) 

Once  again  Paul  and 
Barnabas  continued  to  proclaim 


Christ,  making  many  disciples. 
Then  they  returned  to  the  areas 
where  they  had  endured  perse¬ 
cution  (Lystra,  Iconium,  and 
Antioch);  "'strengthening  the 
souls  of  the  disciples,  exhorting 
them  to  continue  m  the  faith,  and 
saying,  "We  must  through  many 
tribulations  enter  the  kingdom  of 
God'"  (vs.  22).  They  spoke  from 
experience,  encouraged  from 
their  hearts,  and  warned  with 
expectation;  life  would  not  be 
easy  as  a  Christian  (Acts  11:26). 

Later  on  in  Paul's  ministry 
he  wrote,  "That  the  sharing  of 
your  faith  may  become  effec¬ 
tive  by  the  acknowledgment 
of  every  good  thing  which  is 
in  you  in  Christ  Jesus" 
(Philemon  6).  Sharing  Christ 
in  ail  places  is  telling  others 
who  Christ  is  and  who  you 
are  in  Him. 

One  additional  thought 
from  Spiritual  Life  Development 
by  Mildred  McMurry,  "If  you 
have  no  desire  to  share  Jesus, 
then  your  Christianity  is  very 
shallow."  So  where  are  you 
fishing  —  in  the  shallow’  or 
the  deep? 

Leathers  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Durant. 


Explore  the  Bible 


Dependence 

Zechariah  4:1-14 


churches  utilizing  these 
techniques  seem  to  be 
Church  leaders  today  have  growing.  New  churches 
learned  to  employ  modem  are  springing  up  every- 
methods,  programs  and  promo-  where 
tional  ideas  in  seeking  to  carry 

out  their  God-given  mission  to  using  these  new  approaches  to  to  encourage 
make  disciples  of  all  nations,  reach  people  groups  in  a  new 
These  approaches  are  varied,  and  exciting  way. 

Due  to  technological  advances,  The  danger  of  using  these 
many  church  leaders  have  taken  modem  techniques,  however, 
the  marketing  approach  of  the  lies  in  the  temptation  of  church 
business  worm  and  applied  it  to  leaders  to  rely  totally  upon  meth- 
their  own  tasks.  Mass  mailings  ods  and  expertise  rather  than 
and  radio/TV  ads  are  used  to  upon  God.  While  results  from 
attract  particular  people  groups,  various  methods  may  be 
Video  projection  systems  are  sive,  only  God's  Spirit  pi 
being  used  to  convey  modem  spiritual  and  eternal  results.  The 
music  and  sermon  presentations  Lord  has  ordained  that  His  peo- 
that  appeal  to  the  technological-  pie  depend  on  f 
ly  affluent  public.  Specialized  in  carrying 
and  personalized  training  has 
enabled  large  numbers  of  the 
church  membership  to  evange¬ 
lize  and  disciple  new  converts 
effectively.  The  end  result  is  that 

Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  ^  lighted.  Non-dig 


By  Charles  Rod] 


New  churches  Rodgers  this  v's*on  wa-s  during  Zerubbc 

rg  up  every-  8'’  the  rebuilding  of  the  started  I 

new  methods  and  temple  (see  4:9).  The  original  pur-  angel  re 

new  looks.  It  seems  that  God  is  pose  of  the  vision  may  nave  been  complel 

~  *  *  >1  as  he  would  f 

faced  difficulties  during  the  did  indc 

rebuilding  project  and  to  assure  and  alsc 

him  that  me  Lord  would  see  that  genuine 

the  task  was  completed.  What  To  be 
Zechariah  sees  Is  a  golden  lamp  Lord,  w 
stand  with  some  kind  of  bowl  at  the  strei 
rather  than  the  top.  This  bowl  has  seven  not  on  i 
lamps,  each  of  which  has  seven  will  accc 

pres-  lips  or  pipes.  The  two  olive  trees  through 

luces  are  related  to  the  bowl.  The  vision  His  Spir 

is  nowhere  exactly  interpreted.  III. 
We  can  only  surmise  that  the  (Zechari 
ff»e  Spirit's  power  vision  was  given  to  Zechariah  so  The  t 
v  out  His  purposes.  that  he  could  ponder  its  meaning,  stand  fo 
In  this"  second  lesson  from  God  reveals  His  truth  to  us  (see  cha| 
Zechariah,  the  focus  is  placed  today  primarily  through  His  Zerubba 

on  one  of  Zechariah's  visions.  It  Word;  therefore,  He  expects  us  to  the  anoi 

is  the  vision  of  die  golden  lamp  read  it  and  ponder  its  meaning  so  bolic  la 

stand.  While  there  are  aspects  of  we  can  live  according  to  its  truth.  L-ord  ha: 


news  ana  photographs  of  special  events  WW 

that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  JF 

of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  *  ^F ^ 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The  ^r^^F 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  type- 
written,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  ^^^F 
1 1  -Inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on 
standardized  forms  provided  by  the 

newspaper.  All  articles  must  be  received  virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  will 
in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted  be  accepted.  Photograph  attachments 
over  the  telephone.  ate  permissible. 

News  may  be  submitted  electroni-  Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
cally  to  the  address  below,  and  must  the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
be  contained  in  the  message  segment  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 


photos  may  be  used  if  submitted  as  a 
JPEG  file  via  either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three- 
and-a-half  inch  floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD. 
Photos  must  be  clear,  sharp,  and  well- 


number. 


1.  GAs,  First  Church,  McLaurin 


•  >wiwey,  UIK6SIQ6  enurcn,  »i3tTi0SDiir^ 


Mississippi 

BAPTISTS 


1.  First  Church  McLaurin, 
Hattiesburg,  recognizes  its 
GAs.  Shown,  front,  are 
Destiny  Milner,  Hannah 
Jacobson,  Abby  Durham, 
Carlee  Lott,  Melanie 
Linton,  Andrea  Wilson, 
Maria  Kelly,  and  Jennifer 
Pittman;  hack,  Melinda 
Mixon  and  Betty  Legg. 

2.  A  group  from  Mt.  Vernon 
Church,  Newton  Assoc* 
iation,  recently  participat¬ 
ed  in  a  mission  trip  to  First 
Church,  Pearlington,  help¬ 
ing  with  painting,  carpen¬ 
try,  cleaning  and  tile  work. 
Shown  are  tne  participants. 

3.  Brandon  Swilley,  of  Lakeside 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  partic¬ 
ipated  in  a  Christian  Do 
Karate  tournament  in 
Tennessee  June  23,  winning 
1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  place  in 
three  different  divisions. 

4.  Concord  Church,  Benton- 
Tippah  Association,  hon¬ 
ored  veterans  Memorial 
Day.  Shown,  front,  are 
T.C.  Mauney,  Derryl  Craw¬ 
ford,  and  Ricky  Jordan; 
back,  Randy  Scott  and 
Lyle  Bullock. 

5.  Concord  Church,  Benton- 
Tippah  Association,  hon¬ 
ored  their  high  school  and 
college  graduates  May  20. 
Graduates  were  presented 
Bibles  and  had  a  reception. 
Shown  are  Logan  Walker, 
Justin  Davis,  Aleigha 
Graves,  Cody  Bryan,  Jarit 
Peach,  and  pastor  Robert  E. 
Walker. 

6.  Beulah  Church,  Newton 
County,  presented  trophies 
to  its  state  Bible  Drill  win¬ 
ners.  From  left,  Karen 
Lanier,  Monica  Culpepper, 
Barbara  Harrison,  Courtney 
Lanier,  Naomi  Massey, 
Delton  Harrison,  and 
Graham  Murphee. 

7.  Society  Hill  Church, 
Oakvale,  recognizes  its 
Bible  Drillers.  From  left, 
Caleb  Coleman,  Carrie 
Dyess,  Luke  Coleman,  and 
Hope  Cook. 


4.  Veterans  honored,  Concord  Church,  Benton-TIppah  Association 


8.  Freeny  Church,  Carthage, 

recognizes  its  high  school 
graduates  from  left, 
Rebecca  Roland.  Kristin 
May,  and  Ginny  Mitchell. 
John  Adams,  pastor. 

9.  Cedar  View  Church,  Olive 

Branch,  is  hosting  The 
House  Family  in  concert 
July  21,  6  p.m. 


